
 2017-2018 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Annual Overview

School Name
Most Recent Site Visit

Grades Served
School Contact Information

Neighborhood Location
School Leadership

Most Recent Renewal
PPS Enrollment

Total Enrollment

Female 54.2
Male 45.8

African American 81.1
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.7

Hispanic/Latino 4.7
Multiracial/Other 7.1
Native American 1

White 4

Economically Disadvantaged 86.9
Students with Disabilities 12.1

English Language Learners 0

Lakiesha George, Principal

*based on Future Ready Index Regular Attendance

Propel Charter School - Hazelwood
December 13, 2018
K-7 (to be K-8)
5401 Glenwood Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15207; (412) 325-0492
Hazelwood

Historically Underserved

June 2019
209
297

2017-2018 Student Demographics
Gender

Race/Ethnicity

School Year All African American White ED IEP
2015-2016 91.76% 62.00% 91.53% 91.78% 90.66%
2016-2017 96.23% 96.00% 97.81% 96.16% 95.37%

2017-2018* 78.50% 79.90% IS 76.50% 69.20%

Attendance Rate 
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                   Source: PDE                      

School Performance Profile Score
The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score is a building level academic score based on academic 
achievement, growth and other academic indicators. The information in the SPP is also used for determining 
federal accountability status for Title I schools.

Source: PDE; 2014-2015 first year of operation                     

The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment (PSSA) is a standards-based, criterion-referenced 
assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with an understanding of student and 
school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of the academic standards. Every Pennsylvania 
student in grades 3 through 8 is assessed in English Language Arts and Math. Every Pennsylvania student in 
grades 4 and 8 is assessed in science. (www.education.pa.gov)

The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score shows a decline from the previous year. While this is no longer 
the measure used for federal accountability reporting, the score is still calculated for each school and is 
based on the same measures as prior SPP scores which includes progress toward closing the achievement 
gap.

Performance on the 2018 PSSA shows declines in ELA for the IEP student group; Math for the All, African American, 
and Economically Disadvantaged student groups; Science for the African American and Economically Disadvantaged 
student groups. Progress Measures as reported on the Future Ready Index show that the IEP student group did not meet 
the statewide goal or interim target (✔) in ELA; the All, African American, and Economically Disadvantaged student 
groups did not meet the statewide goal or interim target (✔) in Math; the All student group did not meet the statewide 
goal or interim target (✔) in Science.

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
44 65.6 55.1

School Performance Profile Score

PSSA 
Accountability 
Performance

All
African 

American
White

Economically 
Disadvantaged

IEP

ELA
2015-2016 26.5 22 N/A 26.5 9.1
2016-2017 38.8 35.9 N/A 40.6 19.4
2017-2018 43.2✔ 38.6✔ IS 41.6✔ 18.5✔
Math
2015-2016 13.3 11 N/A 13.3 4.5
2016-2017 13 10.3 N/A 13.4 0
2017-2018 9.1✔ 3.2✔ IS 7.4✔ 7.4✔
Science
2015-2016 38.2 28.6 N/A 34.5 N/A
2016-2017 43.9 42.4 N/A 44.4 27.3
2017-2018 44.4✔ 41.7✔ IS 44✔ IS
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Regular Attendance

PVAAS is Pennsylvania's Value-Added Assessment System. Value added is a statistical analysis used to 
measure a district's, school's or teacher's influence on the academic progress rates of groups of students from 
year to year (growth). PVAAS is not a test. It uses existing test data from the PSSA and Keystone Exams (if 
applicable). PVAAS results from the past three years are presented in the table below.

PVAAS reporting for 2018 shows that there is moderate evidence that the school exceeded the standard for PA 
Academic Growth in ELA and Significant evidence that the school did not meet the standard for PA Academic Growth 
in Math.

Source: pvaas.sas.com; N too small for calculation for missing subject(s)

Future Ready PA Index
The Future Ready PA Index is a collection of school progress measures related to school and student 
success. The Index includes a range of assessment, on-track, and readiness indicators to more accurately 
report student learning, growth, and success in the classroom and beyond.

On-Track Measures

This indicator is the percentage of students enrolled in a school for 60 or more school days and present 90 
percent or more of these school days. This is a lagging indicator indicating data is from the year prior to the 
reporting year.

Grade 3 Reading 
All Student Group

Grade 7 Mathematics
All Student Group

Early Indicators of Success

There are two Early Indicators of Success: The Grade 3 Reading indicator is the percentage of students who 
demonstrate on-track performance measured by a locally selected assessment or the state issued Grade 3 
English Language Arts (ELA) PSSA test.  The Grade 7 Mathematics indicator is the percentage of students 
who demonstrate on-track performance measured by a locally selected assessment or the state issued Grade 7 
Mathematics PSSA test. Both indicators are inclusive of all students who take the selected assessment and 
were enrolled for a full academic year.

42.9% 4.6%

Growth 
Measure 

Average 
Growth 
Index

2015-2016 -4.8 -3.24
2016-2017 4.2 3.48
2017-2018 1.4 1.2

2015-2016 -5.4 -4.13
2016-2017 5.3 4.9
2017-2018 -7 -6.67

PVAAS

ELA

Math

78.50%
All Student Group Did Not Meet Attendance Performance Standard

Percent of Students with Regular Attendance
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93.9%

College and Career Measures

Career Standards Benchmark

This indicator represents the percent of students who demonstrate engagement in instruction and activities to 
satisfy the Career Education and Work Academic Standards as mandated by Chapter 4 Regulations, and in 
accordance with District Comprehensive Plans and Chapter 339 K-12 Guidance Plans, school entities must 
demonstrate that students have met the full continuum of career readiness expectations as defined for each 
grade span. 

All Student Group Meets Performance Standard
Percent Career Standards Benchmark
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Findings:
Administration:

Assessment

Curriculum

Facilities:

Finance:

Special Education:

The findings and recommendations for categories rated as Insufficient or Sufficient with 
Exceptions presented below are based on observations and the review of requested resources by 
the PPS Review Team at the charter school annual site visit. Findings should be addressed prior 
to the next annual visit. Any findings and/or recommendations considered a possible violation 
of the charter agreement with PPS and/or the PA Charter School Law must be addressed prior to 
the next annual site visit.

Sufficient evidence was provided for all areas under review and to address areas 
outlined in the prior year's review.

See report.

One year decline in ELA for Students with Disabilities; Declines in math 
performance for the past two years for All, African American, and Economically 
Disadvantaged students; declines in science performance from last year for 
African American and Economically Disadvantaged students; significant 
evidence that the school did not meet the standard for PA Academic Growth in 
math
All Student Group meets the Interim Goal/Improvement Target in ELA.
All Student Group Did Not Meet Interim Goal/Improvement Target in Math and 
Science.
All Student Group Did Not Meet the Standard Demonstrating Growth in Math 
and Science.

Some curriculum and instruction practices, documentation of multiple 
assessment types, and use of data to inform instruction found to be sufficient 
with exceptions; observed a significant difference in student engagement in 
math but still declines in performance
No observation of Social Studies instruction during the visit; class observed was 
completing a leadership assignment that did not have aligned Social Studies 
standards as per the assignment sheet and directions in the classroom 
environment.
No clear evidence of innovative practices in Social Studies
Very little evidence of the volume of PA Social Studies Academic Standards for 
Social Studies being aligned to curriculum and instruction

Child Find Notices were provided and are complaint.
Screening and Evaluation procedures were provided and are compliant.
Examples of how modified assignments and assessments are created were 
provided.
The cyclical monitoring was completed during the 16-17 school year. All 

Sufficiently meets all finance categories and remains financially viable.
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Recommendations:
Assessment

Curriculum

Facilities:

Improvements/Revisions from Prior Year's Review (school response):
Administration
1. Title I materials not on site - Propel CS - Hazelwood provided the school's Comprehensive and 
School Level Plan. Representatives from Propel CS - Hazelwood stated that per PDE, the school does 
not need to have a School Improvement Plan and that the Comprehensive and School Level Plan is what 
is required by PDE because Propel CS-Hazelwood does not have a Title I designation ( for federal 
accountability reporting). 
Finance
1. No documentation of current and future major fundraising activities - Propel Hazelwood partners with 
the Propel Schools Foundation, whose primary function is fundraising in support of programming at 
Propel Schools. The Propel Schools Foundation maintains a full time staff that is actively seeking 
fundraising opportunities for Propel Hazelwood through grant writing and other funding opportunities 
that arise. The support of local, Pittsburgh-based foundations and organizations as well as state and 
federal government grants are used to support initiatives at Propel Hazelwood.

See report.

The cyclical monitoring was completed during the 16-17 school year. All 
corrective actions were completed within timeline.
There is no evidence that the school discriminates in admissions policy.
There is no evidence that a parent or a teacher has been denied an evaluation or 
reevaluation.

Implement a plan to increase student performance in all content areas. 
Determine specific achievement goals that will be included in any future charter 
agreements with the School District of Pittsburgh. 

Implement use of manipulatives to develop conceptual understanding. 
Investigate it effectiveness and adjust to ensure the data increases, through 
smaller interventions. 
Design reteaching and retesting to ensure all learners master the eligible content. 
Revisit and evaluate the effectiveness of remediation and enrichment. 
Explicitly align the curriculum and Instruction practices to assessments aligned 
to PA Eligible Content in order to best meet the group and individual learning 
needs of students.
Any innovative practices present in the other core subjects should also be 
expanded to Social Studies PA Standards-Based instruction.
All Social Studies domains should be integrated into the curriculum and 
instruction at each grade level in order to build student content knowledge and 
content-based literacy skills to not only improve their Social Studies 
understandings, but also to improve their ability to comprehend and analyze in 
other content areas. 
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2. Budgetary reserve with unspecified/undocumented amount - Propel Hazelwood has a budgetary 
reserve of $15,000 listed in it 2016-2017 General Fund Budget (GFB) as filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Administration of the overall budget is done through the Propel Business 
Office located in the South Side. It is possible that the inquiry was not made to the Business Office to 
determine the amount of the budgetary reserve amount. 
To address any emergent issues as they arise, Propel Hazelwood has a positive fund balance in the 
general fund. Should significant changes to operations exist, the Business Office would examine 
expenditures and make reductions to expenditures as necessary for fiscal solvency. In addition, Propel 
Hazelwood maintains sufficient cash to cover expenditures beyond one month of operations. A standing 
line of credit is available from the Propel Schools Foundation which would provide significant cash 
coverage should an emergency occur. 
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